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From the Tea to Tapas
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Curalor's Coboge al e Bolanic
Gardens. Tapos Variodos = o
lkinchiime freai. A "Jr'l-|;r alfair
Colin with baby Resa, Moalo,
Jarviar, bockie ond son Carlos

A Spanish lawyer and his Kiwi family bring a cosmopolitan air to an historic Christchurch

cottage, opening a café where the garden is as considered as the food. By Sarah Quigley

Wlucn Javier Garcta Perea, u
Lawyer in Madrid, decided
woopen a bar and café, he
searched for the right premises for
mime monthe without  success
T'.Iv:_«'p:im!; to take 4 !:-ll.'ik. ||l.' '|c|.l:
E\pj.in and headed for New
Zealand where he mtended to
spend a few months learning
English. Litthe did he know he
would find the perfect caté arte
here on the other side of the
world = and much more besides
_rd\'sr;:lf h:l'llﬁl:lr | i l: ;ir\iul'
Knight) was a
Christchurch's
Education and remembers the

teacher  at

day Javier arved in her clasa. “He
wis promptly demoted,” she says with a lagh. Which was just
as well because, as it happened, Jackic and Jawvier were to
hecoime pot anly the Curator's House
Restaurant, but alao hushand and wife,

co—owners  of

After two wedding ceremaonies, one in .'!;[l.hl'- and one in
Mew Fealand, the couple spent a year in Madrid. During
this fime Jackic learnt oo speak Spanish and Javier ook a

course in restaurant management. Bur Chrostchurch seemed
i

the right place ro launch their dream — and o raise 3 farmaly

at the same time. They now have two children, Carlos, 3%,
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In Chrstchurch, just as in Madnd, the difficulty was
finding exnctly the right place. In a city full of shek new bars,
Jackic and ]

character and sovle. Jackies parents, Colin amd Moela kaghr,

avier wumted something & linle different, with
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humt, At last trensure turned up
The o

Gardens had been a private residence For th

ld Curators Cottage ar the gates of the Bomanic

||.|'-| 2'-' :l TilTs. Illll:
the lease had t'h]"l!'l.'l.l and a sign outside invited renders. A
friend of Jackies told her abour the cottage, suggestong it
would be the perfect place for o new café, “We heand shout it
on 4 Friday,” recalls [ackie, “and subanigsions were due on the
Memday. 1t was a long hard wee kend!”
hl."-pnrl. stitt eompetation, thiewr proposal was successiul

mainly becawse of 1ts balanced and argand vison The dea

was thar the restaurane woulkl be run alongside an eoo
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and touriets as well as locals. A largre parden — along the lines

of a maditonal cottage rarden = woubd be planted with herbs,

£ .|||.|--|-.l.| anel Frmt trees. Thi ||..'_|| Tuiiifs

a formal ve
and grardening workshops, visitors eould then witness the
ETOWINE Process frrsr-hand.

['his kind of demonstrition jarden can be found overseas

{there 1 one 1 Madrid, i faceh but itwas a new and exan

deparmre for Chrstchurch, The combined skills of the tous

FIREDS |_l;||.|1.|||1<'|'|'. ELICTENS, _IJ.'\.:.:: had eperience in "..|-;'-|:1.||rl.

and law, Jackie was & skilled educator and Colin and Moels
w backgro

tarthy had str ] mnids i horticubiure sind education
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